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The Bellingham Historical Commission wish you a Happy and Prosperous New Year with 
peace abounding. Special Greetings go to our Mother Town of Bellingham, England. . 
Reminding you that they have a copy of our "Crimoville Comments" in their Library for 
local readers who are interested in what goes on of their namesake in Massachusetts 
in the JU. S. of Aw We extend congratulations to the Prince and Princess of Wales on 
the birth of a noble son. 


EDWARD L. SPENCER POST #218 


The American Legion was organized in Paris, France in 
March of 1919. The Spencer Post was formed in the 
same year in North Bellingham by 15 veterans of World 
War I. They were: Daniel Sheehey, James Colt, Bernard 
and Daniel Fitzpatrick, Michael and John Smith, Francis 
Diggins, Samuel Baader, Cornelius Foley, Michael 
Kennedy, William Walsh, Fred Foley, William McMahon , 
Patrick Dore and William Spear. 


They would meet in the old New Haven Depot where 
other old timers would gather to exchange news. 
The Post decided to get their own meeting place so 
they selected a vacant room upstairs in the old boar- 
GE At Saag ena 1918) ding house next to the Bellingham stone mill on Maple 
Married Oct. 6, 1917. street. Neighbors donated furnishings that were 
BASE ~ needed. After they received their charter they chose 
Francis Diggins as Commander. He was a clerk in the 
local post office: owned by Ernest Camp. They held 
meetings weekly but other nights they met to enjoy 
card playing, etc. for sociability. The closing hour 
was 9 P.M. after refreshments had been served by 
friends and neighbors. William Walsh was chosen 
Commander the next year. Many members left for jobs 
elsewhere so the post disbanded and closed their 
quarters. On April 1, 1921 the Post was reactivated 
with a new charter and those still in North Belling- 
ham joined this new Post. 
In 193, the Post was reorganized under the name of 
The purposes of the organization are: Arnold-Spencer Post #218 American Legion after the 


To uphold and defend the Constitution; to two men who had died in 1918 and 1919. 
maintain law and order; to foster and per- 


* : Never ask of money spent 
etuate one hundred percent ; : 
P 3 Bei pet en camsnn 10 Son of Edward Where the spender thinks it went. 
preserve the memories and incidents of asso- 


Born May 11, 1893, not 1895. 


Res. 4 : Spencer to whom Nobody was ever meant 
ciations 1n great wars; to inculcate a sense of the monument To remember or invent 
individual obligations to the community, state was dedicated. What he did with every cent. 


—Holt, Rinehart and Winston 


and nation; to combat the autocracy of both 
classes and masses; to promote peace and good- 
will; to safeguard and transmit to posterity the 
principles of justice, freedom and democracy; 
and to consecrate and sanctify our comradship 
by our devotion to mutual helpfulness. 


Edward Leon Edward Leon Spencer TI,was the son of James and Emma 


Spencer II Spencer and resided just over the railroad bridge on 
Born May 1h North Main street. He enlisted on Feb. 18, 1918 and 
1919. Died’ began active duty in the Navy on Feb.26, 1918. Later 
Oct. 5,1982 he got a rating as Seaman 2nd class. He contracted 


pneumonia after exposure while rescuing another from 
Age 63 years. drowning. 
He was the So---a blunt and terse telegram was received 
‘ by his widow,Florence, at 5:h5 P.M. from the Boston 
little boy on 
the first page Navy yard informing her of the following : 
"Your husband Edward Leon Spencer died three fifty 
in) front (or 
tre tneniieen five PM today. (Sept. 26, 1918) Double lobar pneu- 
x monia. He was comfortable until the last and passed 
Picture taken away quietly. Please wire instructions regarding 


in 1938 when disposition of remains to United States Naval Hosp- 

he was only ital,Chelsea, Mass. 

19 years old. Gallups Island first district." 
Here was the first jolt to be received by a widow 

He served 20 for a Bellingham young man. 

years in the Corp. Spencer of the Naval Reserves died on a Thurs- 

Marine Corps. day and the following week his funeral was held in 


the First Baptist Church of Bellingham with inter- 
ment in the Center Cemetery. A picture of his grave- 
stone is on the first page. 
His widow joined him on Feb. lll, 1981 after a short 
illness. She was 80 years old. She had married Lee 
Kingsbury of Holliston. 

mapa eit The"Edward Spencer Square"by the Civil War monument 
in the Center was dedicated May 30, 1937 


Born May 21, 
Lois 


Note--how all 
three were 
born in the 
month of MAY! 


A reminder--tnese men are direct 
descendants of the famous "Adams" 
family of Colonial days. 


We are indebted to Myrtle (Spen- 
cer) Van Note and Florence 
(Spencer) Kingsbury for informa- 
tion and many pictures. 


Here is the"Herbert B.Arnold" Square in North Belling- 
ham at Hartford Avenue and Maple Streets. Dedicated 
May 30,1937. Arnold is buried in Mansfield, Mass. x 
with three other "Arnold's". We were informed that 
he died Nov. 3, 1919 (after WWI.) while on duty in 

_.. Russia. However his gravestone mentions that he was 
a private in the 27th Infantry. Then the word 
"Missouri" appears on the stone so we wonder if he 
died on a ship by that name? Due to a fire that 
destroyed these records the government was unable to 
supply any information. Does anyone know ? 

Herbert married Flora E. Ames on Jan. 26, 1899. 

| They had a son, Frank, who married Mary Tominsky Feb. 
11, 1923. Two sons, Herbert F. and Edward Arnold 

were born to them. Edward died Dec. 1, 1982. 


* buried in the "Springbrook" Cemetery. page 2 


Arriold .1n i1i.s 
Taken during 


Herbert B. 
Infantry outfit. 
his WWI tour of duty. 1918 


Some pertinent excerpts were 
taken from the 1969 History. 


AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY 

The American Legion Auxiliary unit of the 
Arnold Spencer Post #218 received their 
charter on April 9, 1935. Alice Beausoliel 
(Lussier) was the first president. 

The organization’s activities are designed to 
carry out parts of the American Legion’s pro- 
gram which can best be accomplished by women. 
Rehabilitation of disabled veterans of all wars, 
aids those hospitalized and assists thousands to 
regain a place in civilian life. They also assist 
the families of ex-servicemen who are unable 
to work or are hospitalized. 

A special gift shop program for the West 
Roxbury Veterans hospital during the Christmas 
season is a source of cheer and happiness to the 
veteran and his family. During the summer these 
veterans are entertained in Bellingham, under 
a program started by Mrs. Esther Clinton. 

Child Welfare activities slogan is “A Square 
Deal for Every Child’. They cooperate with 
local agencies and schools to see that children 
are properly clothed and fed. At Thanksgiving 
and Christmas, baskets of food and toys are 
distributed by monies derived from the sale of 
poppies twice a year. 

The final approval of a Girl’s State candidate 
is made by the Auxiliary unit. Qualifications for 
this honor are: leadership, character, courage, 
honesty, scholarship, cooperativeness and physi- 
cal fitness. 


Bi 


Arnold 


All school children at Memorial Day exercises 1923 


We are most grateful to Mary 
Arnold of Vilford for the pictures 
and all the information that she 
could recall of her father-in-law, 
Herbert B. Arnold. It was regret- 
able that fire had destroyed rec-- 
ords of the government so that if 


anyone can fill in the blank spaces 


for us please send them in. 


There must be more information 
on the Legion but regret that we 
have not been able to get it. 


A tragic era passed and now is 
gone with still more wars that 
followed to destroy young men who 
had a right to life, liberty and 
the pursuit of happiness. 


Valentine 
By Clinton Scollard 


But i 4 
ut one light | know, Buttons heent tora 


But one gleam I prize, But one wish is mine— 


‘Tis th diant 
present glow Sweet, for aye and aye 


Shinj ; : 
ining from your eyes. Bennvivalentinel 
But one flower I'd find, 
But one bloom | seek, 
‘Tis the fair-enshrined 
Rose upon your cheek. 
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Here he is all 
decked out in his 
Siberian(Russia) 
clothing for real 
frigid weather. 


This picture card 
was mailed to his 
parents in Dec. 
of 1918 with a 
very special 

wish for a Happy 
New Year. 


Caster? 


CONGRATULATIONS 
WE HAVE NOW COMPLETED TEN YEARS OF THIS 
FAMOUS"CRIMPVILLE COMMENTS"! 

From a humble beginning in 1973 it has 
been nurtured and fed with all kinds of 
information and nostalgia of the "Good 
Old Days" for young and old alike. 

Many of you who were "young" at the time 
now find yourselves as "old" after the 

ten year period ended ! Now you know what 
we "oldies" had to learn about the passing 
of time. - 


As your "behind scenes Editor" I wish at 
this time to express my appreciation for 
your loyalty and support in making this 
project possible and successful. I began 
researching into Town and Church history 
in 1961 with the result that an enormous 
amount of material was revealed that needed 
some means of bringing it out into the 
open so that folks could be made aware of 
their rich heritage and become cognizant 
of it. It was most frustrating to have 
all of this information and not be able to 
share it with Bellingham people. It would 
have been unpleasant to keep it to myself 
alone for I would have missed the joy that 
came from sharing this with you. 
When Ed Sawyer established his first pro- 
ject in 1970 we felt that at last an open- 
ing was started that really took off. 
At his own expense and with a little help 
from a few advertisers he had printed 21 
issues beginning in March of 1970. Then 
interest in establishing a Society took 
root in November that same year. This 
Historical Society took over and the 
Crimpville Comments printing lay dormant 
until February of 1973 when it began to 
flourish and thrive. This was due to 
Ed taking charge of forming anHistorical 
Commission with Town support through the 
Board of Selectmen. The original Society 
disbanded in December of 1972. Oddly,the 
Historical Commission was not approved 
legally until the March Town Meeting in 
1974, after Eddy had died } 
Some will say that we included a lot of 
"junk"--extraneous stuff that had nothing 
in comnon with town history. However we 
continued the same format that Eddy used 
of diversified material that we had been 
exposed to in the past. We, never-the- 
less, have maintained an average of nearly 
75% just on local history alone. This was 
slightly higher than Ed had started out 
with, In 1973 Ed had published 2 issues 
for March so that made ten issues for the 
year. 
We shall ever be indebted to Ed for his 
unusual ability,foresight and perseverance 
in promoting the "Crimpville Comments" 
and to you taxpayers who have been so 
faithful in providing the means to keep 
it ines The grand support from the 
Board of Selectmen is most appreciated. 

John Lundvall, Historian 

56 Hartford Ave. East 


RFD Box 300 
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*#George Gobel 


"You cantt hardly get them kind no more." 


Everybody loves George Gobel as a natural 
comedian, often referred to as,"Lonesome 
George", His type of humor is sadly lack- 
ing today. He did not have to resort to 
"off-color" jokes to make you enjoy his 
original programs. He stood "TALL". 

Hets a paradox--by 1980 he had been married 
for 41 years to the same girl--"goofy old 
Alice" with three successful grown children 
and for 31 years made a home for his widow- 
ed mother-in-law! Alice tells him that he 
doesn't deserve a mother-in-law as good as 
Lucy--to which he replies, "I didn't deserve 
the mumps, either, but I got tem." 

In 195 George was "discovered" by NBC and 
he became a success immediately for his 
brand of comedy was most unusual and his 
delivery was real professional. It had 
taken nearly 20 years to reach that height 
in his career} 

"I do documentary comedy," George states, 
"I'll never lie to you. No, sir, I mean 
Buddy, if I tell you a rooster can pull a 
train, hitch him up." 

George was born in 1920. 

So, we wonder, how many of you saw and 
heard George in ye olde days ? Did you get 
a kick out of his comedy routine ? 

Boy, could he strum a tune and bisect it 
with a carefully worded pun. "Lonesome 
George" really isn't lonesome anymore. 
Thank you, George, for the pleasure you 
gave us here in Bellingham. 


We are reminded of a certain "high" official 
in Washington who declared "he would never 
lie to us"--and that's all he did...... 

Uh,Wilma | - Yes, Chester, 
but. you must 
ask daddy 


aR 
THE SWAIN IN THE PAST, WHEN HIS SUIT HE WOULD PRESS 
WOULD “POP THE QUESTION “AND IF HE GOT “YES%, 
THEN WOULD PROCEED, HE COULDNT JUST STOP. 

HE STILL WAS REQUIRED TO QUESTION THE POP % 


I give m 
Ches 


The follcwing donors have helped us to 
start our eleventh year of publishing the 
"Crimpville Comments" : Mass., Rellingham, 
Joseph DiPietro, Alice Saunders, Althea 
Sabin, Irving/Doris King, Ernest/Rita Saw- 
yer, Joseph Fluette, Mildred Hughes. 
FRANKLIN, William Chapdalaine. 

MENDON, Leonard Rogers, John Lundvall. 
WALPOLE, Donald and Evelyn May. 
BRYANTVILLE, George and Dorothy Mack. 


RHODE ISLAND, WEST WARWICK, Leon and Anna 
Gadoury, in memory of Edward Sawyer. 


Connecticut, Farmington, Proctor P. Cooke. 
FLORIDA, Sarasota, Stanley/Dorothea Spas. 


St. Petersburg, Clarence/Madeleine Bourcier. 


Sebastian, Ruth (Bates) Carr 
IOWA, Fairfax, Robert/ Nancy Cook. 
TEXAS, San Antonio, Viola Tower. 


WASHINGTON, Oak Harbor, Mrs. Robert Hunter. 
(Marion Maranville) 


The Historical Commission is most grate- 
ful to the many private contributors who 
have donated to make these extra issues 
possible at no expense to the local tax 
payer. We are proud that the "Comments" 
has been so well received and thought of 
by so many that inspired them to aid in 
the continued promotion of communicating 
the rich heritage belonging only to 
BELLINGHAM, 


The ever present loss of loved ones by 
death finds us adding to that list the 
following who have passed on since our last 
report: Ralph White, Edward Arnold, Amy 
(Burditt) Rand, Edward L. Spencer II, 

Hazel (White) DeCaro's husband. 

Our sincere Sympathy to each family. 


T. SOUND OF BELLS . 


echoing over the-hills 
.-.gentle symphony from 
the hearts of those who’ve 
‘said farewell to one so 
dear...and now departed. 


. in 


TERS eR 
ied BATS TT 


ee US Sa 


We are proud that our Associate member, 
Paul Wingle, a senior at Mount St.Charles 
Academy in Woonsocket was named speaker 

of the House for the 1983 sessions of the 
Rhode Island Model Legislature, sponsored 
by the State Department of Education 
Social Studies Association. He is an out- 
standing history student. 

Congratulations Paul, keep it up. 


ff | REMEMBER b | 
IBXey, soy “¥¢ 


Here are some of the things that were in 
previous issues of the "Comments". for the 
past ten years. We are proud that so 
much of your heritage was promoted when 
Eddy Sawyer started the project long ago. 


'member the "Bellinghamnavy Yard" at Box 
Pond ? The Charles River pond/ Grove and 
Red Mill. The "MIDDLE ROAD" (Hartford 
Avenue) over which Ben Franklin, Nathan 
Hale, Paul Revere and Deborah Sampson 
travelled. Old "North Church" destroyed. 
railroads-Ghost train, Skunk Holla Express 
Caryville, North Bellingham and Midland 
R.R. stations. The M.A. & W. street rail- 
way, powered by 550 volt direct current. 
The "h corners" junction with cars running 
to Milford, Attleboro, Woonsocket and Cary- 
ville. The "Toonerville trolley" on the 
Caryville line ! Hoag Lake (now Silver) 
with Balloon ascension and other attrac- 
tions. Rev. Davenport killed at Railroad 
street crossing. Dr. Clark at South 
Milford crossing fatality. Andor DeJony 
escaped similar fate. The Borax 20 mule 
team. The Moxiehorsemobile. Stanley 
gypsies invade town annually. Queen 
Elizabeth TI vresnted "Freedom Bell" in 
1976. Scott Hill. Ice houses. Schools 

and District Schools. Universalist Church 
So. Bell. 1750, Baptist Church,Crimpville, 
St. Brendan's, first Catholic church in 
town.Assumption, St. Blaise. Cemeteries. 
Lumber Yards. Saw/Grist mills. Mills at 
North Bellingham and Caryville. Bellingham 
Rifles. Bell. Company fought at Lake 
George and Concord. Town Hall 1802. 

W.G. White saw battle of Merrimac and Mon- 
itor. Cardinal Cushing here at St. Blaise 
dedication. Grange Fairs. Minstrel shows. 
Ray's farm/ Lake View and race track. 

Rev. Noah Alden-great grandson of John and 
Priscilla. "Old Oaken Bucket" poem. 

Water Fountain. Town Wells. Amos Adams 
diary. Gravestone rubbings. Polly Coombs. 
Orson Bean. Town Farm. Boot making. 
Boston Post cane. Bathsheba Barber founded 
Benedict college, So.Carolina. Bellingham 
Authors: B.A. White, John Albee, Joseph 
DiPietro, Roland Hammond, George Partridge 
Rev. Abial Fisher, Jr. -books. Poets: 
Harland Cook, Ernest Taft, Sharon Smith, 
Marjorie Hand, Jennie Tyndall, etc.. 
"Untrue" Song. "Peanuts". Lamplighter. 
Rear Adm MacMillan. Mammoth Cheese. 

"Burma Shave" ads. Library. Gen John M. 
Thayer. And hundreds more. 'member? 


Read ’Em 


"Some politicians are ‘like the bottom of a double boiler--they let 


and Weep off a lot of steam when they don't even know what's cooking") 


SENS 


Florence (Ober) Landry sent this picture taken around 1910. Mabel Drake was the 


“a Bones 


teacher. Beside her,top row, is George Ober. "TI don't know the other children but 
someone that gets the (C.C) may know them (?). I thought some one would like to see 
the picture." If any one can identify these "oldies" of 70 years ago please let us 
know. 


THE COMING OF SPRING 


There's something in the air 
That's new, sweet and rare 
A scent of summer things 
A whirr as if of wings. 


There's something to that's new 
That's in the color of the blue 
That's in the morning sky 
Before the sun is high. 


And though on plain and hill 
'Tis winter, winter still 

There's something to say 
That winter's had its day. 


And all the changing tint 
The whispering stars hint 

Of bud and bloom and wing 
The coming of the spring. 


Nora Perry. 
submitted by Florence McCracken. 


Here's a real "Oldie". 
K-K-K-Katy 


"Jimmy was a soldier brave and bold, 

Katy was a maid with hair of gold, 
Like an act of fate, 

Kate was standing at the gate, 
Watching all the boys on dress parade. 


Jimmy with the girls was just a gawk, 
Stuttered ev'ry time he tried to 
talk, 
Still that night at eight, 
He was there at Katy's gate, 
Stuttering this love sick cry. 


K-K-K-Katy, beautiful Katy, 
You're the only g-g-g-girl that I 
adore; 
When the m-m-m-moon shines, 
Over the cowshed, 
I'll be waiting at the k-k-k-kitchen 
door." 


Somehow the old poems and songs had a beauty and rythm to them that have been lost 
for a long time. Here's hoping that the young will once again indulge in those 
pretty things that make the heart sing and beat a might faster. Things that have an 


enduring quality to them. 


"When he requests my daughter's hand in marriage, I won't block it ! TI only hope he 
takes the hand that's always in my pocket." Roger Dana. 
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Mendon Inhabitance \V\ VA 
Rawson Farm Inhabitance ||//| 
Dedham Inhabitance, remainder, 


y) vee 


at 
FA, =A 


MAP OF THE TOWN OF BELLINGHAM IN 1919 
SHOWING THE STREAMS, STREETS, STEAM RAILWAYS, ELECTRIC RAILWAYS (---), 
CHURCHES, SCHOOLS, MILLS AND CEMETERIES 


Recent interest in the measurements of the Town generated in school classes on our 
historical background prompt us to give you these facts above and below: 


Points Distance Points Distance 
AotoaB 8 eae E to F 2.9 Miles 
D to C ! " 

Datovkr ee " Average length Te Soa" 
A-tro%D 2.05 " Average width NE oat 


The Bellingham Historical Commission are pleased that teachers and pupils are taking 
a keen interest in our heritage and using our "Crimpville Comments" for reference 
along with the two histories of the Town. Please refer to issues number 7); and 77 for 


corrections to those books. Thank you for your support of our efforts to give you 
this vital, living information. It covers a huge territory in so many diverse and 
varied ways. sorcolorflulseand enriching. (Pass. it on. 


In our research we have finally located someone who,in our nearby area,had the most 
unusual opportunity for a child. Back in the early 1900's Martha Lowell of Mendon 
rode a short distance on the huge wagon,beside the driver, of that famous Borax 20 
mule team. Earlier it had come through Bellingham, then to Milford and on to Mendon 
and points South. How can one describe the emotional thrill of so great a privilege 
as that to any child ? Let us know if you have heard of any other similar case.. 


In the Town Hall Annex we have ’had numerous displays of historical material in a 
cabinet therein. Have you been aware of this treat ? “#arlier many displays were 
exhibtedin the Center Library. This has been a program for years. Right now there is 
on display in the Annex some doctors! books and a genealogy by Dr. Rolsnd Hammond who 
authored the same. He practised here in the late 1800's. Lived across from the Civil 
War Monument. Later his home was where the first Library was kept. 


Soon the happy time arrives when Valentine's Day comes on Feb. 1th again and most 
hearts harken to special sounds of courting and love.. Then March winds and Svring 
come rushing in to herald the coming of flowers growing to add much beauty to the land. 
Suddenly Easter on April 3rd announces the moments to primp up and shine with the 
annual display of going to church somewhere in brand new "duds" to hear the “"ohs" and 
"ahs" of admiring folk who, quietly to themselves, are saying,"now don't they think 
they are 'somebody?'". Contrary human nature ! Then in the great distance we hear the 
approaching sounds as Memorial Day arrives with its haunting "TAPS" bugle call to 
remind us of those who bled and died to preserve our freedom; denying them of their 
right to this inheritance as they lie under the sod of earth. There ought to be a 
better way, somehow. They had just as much right to tread on the green grass instead 
of being under it. Preachers preach,yet, war marches on in a vicious cycle. Why ? 

If we are unable to print anymore issues until later we hope that you will have an 
enjoyable and happy summer season and refreshing vacations for all. 

Again may we express our gratitude for your support. Thank you. 
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THE SCOTTS OF SCOTT HILL#::s:BELLINGHAM 
Contributing editor Samuel B. Lincoln 


"Richard Scott, the first recorded man of that family in America came here from 
England in 163 at age 27, landing at Ipswich and later settling in Rhode Tsland to 
join Roger Williams who was establishing a colony there, which was later named Prov- 
idence. 

He and his English born wife had six children and from their first born son, John 
Scott, were descended a long line, one of whom, Joseph Scott born 1697, died 17.2, in 
the third generation after Richard, sttled in South Bellingham in an area which came to 
be known as "Scott Hill." (around 1725.) 

A grandson of John Scott was Saul Scott, born 176i, died 183), who married Selah 
Ballou, a fifth generation descendant of Maturin Ballou; the first Ballou to settle in 
America, and one of the proprietors with Roger Williams of the colony at Providence, 
Rhode Tsland. 

They had 11 children of whom one son Rila Scott is mentioned in some historical 
notes on "Dams on the Charles River" as follows: "Joseph Ray was a Franklin stone 
mason who built the first stone mill in Bellingham in 1810. (Cn Maple street, North 
Bellingham.) Later with his brother-in-law, Rila Scott, a cotton spinner, he became 
involved in the cotton business." 

This period marked the rapid growth of the cotton spinning industry in New England, 
and especially in the areas close to Providence, R.I. where small mills were, being set 
up all along those streams which could provide the necessary water power. 
Later generations many Scotts became active in textile manufacturing in nearby areas 
including East Blackstone and Uxbridge. 

A grandson of Saul Scott was Ellison Scott of the 7th generation who went to Mendon 
and married in 180, Ann Maria Daniels, a daughter of Riley Daniels. Their son, Dr. 
Adrian Scott was born there in 1850 and became a well known educator and historian of 
East Blackstone, Massachusetts. 

His granddaughter, Ruth Scott Lincoln, of West Harwich, “Mass. is the wife of this 
writer. 

Another well known Scott on Scott hill during my boyhood in East Blackstone was 
Steve Scott, a great grandson of Saul Scott. His well tilled acres and big white barns 
indicated the hard work that kept them up. 

Many generations of Scotts are buried in the Scott Cemetery in South Rellingham on 
what was part of the original Scott land and at this writing it is neglected, overgrown 
by brush, with stones overturned and some carted away. (since this writing the cemetery 
has been improved.) Apparently no Scotts have been buried there since Willie (brother 
of Steve) who died in 197. 

It is to be hoped that the town or its citizens and historical society (none) will 
make provisions for maintenance and protection of this landmark and record of one of its 
oldest families, which left its name on the area through some eight generations cover- 
ing a period of some 260 years or from 1720 to the present time." (1980). 


This contribution came to us via Mr. Merrill Scott of Woonsocket, Rhode Island 


eS WA eee 2 ed is 
Stephen and Edgar Scott standing in front of dairy 
with milk delivery wagon, Scott Hill Road was 
named after this prominent family. 
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are The North Belling ®@ 
Paeeie ham Mill located on 
Maple Street. 
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Born mn Boston 1656 Died at Port Roval (Jamaica) 1692 


Engraved trom the crigimad Portnui in the Possession ot kh RL: Fast Jude 


Rebecca was Edward Rawson's daughter. 
He owned “Rawson's Farm", North of 
"Crimpville". Included North Bellingham 
and Caryville. 


Courtesy Mrs. Edward F. Goddard of 
Blackstone. 


AMBLER’S FARM PLAYGROUND 


The 1933 depression put an end to the 
activities of a popular spot in Bellingham. 
During the late ’20's and early ’30’s South Main 
Street near Scott Hill Auto Sales might have 
been jammed with cars and buses parked by 
people visiting Bellingham’s popular playground 
which was open to groups and families for out- 
ings. (The largest group was sponsored by the 
Catholic Church of Boston which sent 64 buses 
and some private cars.) 


There was a large picnic grove, baseball dia- 
mond, horseshoe court, miniature golf, swings, 
see-saws and a chair-type trolley slide starting 18 
feet high and running 162 feet on a cable to 


WORDS OF LOVE 
REALLY hate—I don’t mean maybe— 


It almost seems a sacred duty 
To sock the guy who speaks of “ Cutie.” 
And cannibals should make a lunch 
page Of sissies who say, “‘Honey-bunch”’ ; 
But under epitaphs should lie 
All those who murmur, “‘ Sweetie Pie!” 
—T. Dwight Ladd. 


I7’S A FACT 


Our thriving maple-sugar industry 
received its initial impetus from the 
Quakers whe for conscientious rea- 
sons refused to eat cane sugar on the 
grounds that it was produced almost 
universally by slave labor. 


“Not that, Ethel, 
it’s not paid for yet.” 


the ground. One could have a pony or goat 
wagon ride or a ride on a chair plane swing. 
Horse back riding was taught. 

The grounds also contained a small zoo with 
such a variety as: alligator, monkeys, rabbits, 
squirrels, white mice and white rats, guinea 
pigs, Oppossum, porcupine, woodchucks, skunks, 
weasels and novelty poultry of all kinds in- 
cluding, geese, ducks, guinea hens, and white 
hens dyed red, blue, etc. { 

On Saturdays, Sundays and Holidays free 


vaudeville shows were given afternoons and 
evenings, 


See next page for pictures, 


._faugh and the World laughs with 


The chap who calls his girl friend “ Baby.” you 


Weep and you weep alone, 
For this bravé old Earth must 
borrow its mirth, 
But has trouble enough of its own. 
Ella Wheeler Wilcox 


By now you must be aware of the fact that the third most important rider along with 
Paul Revere and William Dawes was Dr. William Prescott. He was the only one to reach 
Concord first to warn them that the British were coming. Later,on June 17, 1775 he 
was the Commander of the American forces on Breed's Hill that engaged the British in a 
fierce battle that took many lives on both sides. Prescott had now been elevated to 
the rank of "Colonel" before the battle. Some history books refer to him as "the third 
rider" while others make no mention of him! Well, at least, Col. Prescott will receive 
some recognition in our humble "Comments" with the hope that students will make note of 
this fact ‘and pursue it further. Too bad that so many lies permeate our history. 


Here are some views of the aftermath of a whopping snowstorm in 192 along railroad st. 
looking East beyond Peter's River bridge. At least three feet deep! Photos courtesy 
of Fred Rhodes--an ardent "Comments" fan. 


33 SMM 


Harold Burr & Elmer Crooks Fred Rhodes & Frederick Rhodes. 


Do you remember the Ambler Amusement Park in the 20's in the area of where St. Blaise 
is now or near where the Webber Farm was located ? Here are some "shots" from there, 
courtesy of Dorothea (Ambler) Spas. 


Dorothea and her pony. Note monkey cage. Dorothea and Robert Ambler 
Webber barn in background. 


Here is the whole family 
picnicing at Silver Lake 


thee eal 
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There are so many who depend on us to helo "sweeten" cherished vast memories 
that could be lost in the turmoil and struggle to live. They help to bring a 
soft glow and warmth to the tired breast with a joy that only they can grasp 
with renewed strength and hope so that the evening sun hesitates just a bit 
before it must descend to brighten a new area of our globe. Won't you help 
to bring this nostalgia to others who really need it by a donation ? 


And from Dorothea Spas: "Tn appreciation for the many fond memories and victures of 
the lovely people from my past, I'm enclosing a check to aid in the continua- 
tion of this interesting nublication called the "Crimpville Comments"." 

Then from Marjorie (Belcher) Greene: "We hope the enclosed will help to defray the 
costs of keeping the "Comments" coming. No matter the subject, you do a 
wonderful job and every issue brings many memories. Just hope you can keep 
up the good work." 

Also from Carolyn (Wilcox) Sherman: "What IT want to tell you and anyone else that helps 
to get the Crimpville Comments together, my sincere thanks for the enjoyment 
it gives to both Archie and esvecially me each time I receive a copy.---Many 
happy memories I cherish of Bellingham and the friends I have there." 

From Bill Chapdelaine: "Enclosed donation towards the Crimpville Comments. Hoping to 

keep this paper coming, enjoy it very much." 

From Norbect J. Martel: "to help Crimpville Comments--." 

From Arminio Cubellis: "We still maintain our family residence at 1 Trenton Street. 

I think it a very worthwhile cause printing the Crimpville Comments 
especially since my picture appeared in the class of 1930-311" (He has 
his own business for 0 years in Buzzards Bay.) 


From Proctor Cooke: (a donation) "this may do a little good. Just a note about the 
last crimpville Comments.(#79) Eli Cooke was my father's Uncle and Helen Hadley 
roomed at our house part of the time that she was teaching in Bellingham." 


"At the Holiday Season more than ever, our thoughts turn gratefully to those who 
have made our progress possible. It is in this spirit we say, simply but sincerely.. 
"THANK YOU AND BEST WISHES FOR THE HOLIDAYS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR." 
By Weston Graphics, Inc. Dan Weston. 
From Ruth We ees Seasons greetings and "A contribution to, I HOPE, keep you 
going. 
"What a wonderful history. We enjoy the "Crimpville Comments" please accept 
contribution." Robert, Nancy,Betsy & Katy Cook of Fairfax, Iowa. 
Clarence/Madeleine Bourcier: "Thanks for hearing from you. Enclosing a donation to 
I like to receive the booklet." 


Did you know? 


That the song "HAPPY BIRTHDAY"was 
copyrighted in 1935 and that every 
time it is sung or played on TV, in 
movies or on stage that a Royalty 
has to be paid to a foundation set 
up by heirs of the three sisters 
who wrote the song ! It was composed 
in 1893 with the words, "Good morn- 
ing to you--dear teacher" by Patty 
Hill. Mildred Hill wrote the music 
at the request of Mary Hill,teacher. 
Later the words were changed to 
"Happy Birthday"-- by a fourth 
sister, Jessica Hill. They ran a 
private kindergarten school in 
Louisville, Kentucky. It's an end- 
uring dittie but don't worry about 


Remember when collars were inte Singing it and having to pay a roya- 


changeable on shirts? Who can for. Lty unless---you do it for pay. 
These collars were the -get those stiff collars often made of It has been sung so often in Bell- 


pee? pajamas in their celluloid, or very heavily starched if Ingham that it has become a perman- 
ay. Soon a ring around made of fabric. This is a 1900 adv. ent part of our heritage. 
the collar" appeared and in Harpers. And so--HAPPY BIRTHDAY to all of 


to the Chinese laundry you fans no matter when it comes. 
they went. They were the 


pride and joy to make a Read ’em a 
man feel right hep! Pree DO YOU REMEMBER? 
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@ In the GOOD OLD DAYS spring 
water and well water were considered 
good enough for anybody, and the 
drinking utensil was usually a tin dipper 
or a gourd. No pesky microbe would 
have dared invade the sacred precincts 
of an old-fashioned gourd. 


WILLING 
cried 


“<é AT! ”> <. 

\ \ the irate hus- 
band. “‘You paid ten 
dollars for that bunch of 
flowers and call it a hat? 

y, it’s a sin . 
yes, a sin!” 


my head. te 


THE FARM BOY’S GYMNASTICS 


SOG URERIPSEL WALD UA oat 
& 
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118 W WORN where fond hands have a 
it is hallowed where hearts found e line. RS 

There's a red rose where Grandmother pressed it— Ze 
Z _ Inthat little old Bible of mine. yr 


Wy There are tears where o toul shared its sorrow’ 7 
There are smiles where it helped eyes to shina J 
N Faded names of the dearly departed 
; In that little old Bible of mine. 


Bf tuen to it when | am happy 
And it doubles the joy of the day... 
a { lean on it when | am troubled 
‘And its leaves blow my cares all away, 


f For its tale is as new ag Tomorrow, . 0 
And | thrill to the story divine 
Of that wonderful book of the ages.. 
That litHe old Bible of oe 


i fe 
Ch, be Mick Rony 


/ 
pS ie iN 


Courtesy Anna Gadoury. 


"Ttwas a few Days after Christmas" 
Harland Cook 


"T'was a few Gays after Xmas and all thru 
the house, 
Not a creature could stir; not even a 
mouse. 
The presents that had been wrapped with 
such loving care 
Were piled up haphazard on every table and 
chair. 


Jackets and sweaters were tossed on the 
floor, 
And neckties and stockings on the knob of 
each door. 
While out in the kitchen, oh boy, what a 
wreck, 


Nothing left of the turkey but a piece of | 


the neck. 
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CORRECTION in the 1919 History of Bellingham on 
page 207 at the top of the page, change to read: 
"Tne old business "center" of the Town, where the 
first Meetinghouse stood off Taunton Street, built 
in 1722"delete the rest as far as," The Bellingham 
postmasters-~"! We will continue to make changes . 


“Dearest,” coaxedhis 2S SOON as facts are brought to our attention to keep 
wife, “let the sin be on the histories up to date. 


The nuts are all gone, the candy is nil, 
And ash trays are cluttered on each window 
sill. 
Mother is cranky and daddy most choked 
Says he will never get over the cigars 
that he's smoked. 


Sister is weeping, she sounds like a goat, 
She is not satisfied with her new winter 
coat. 
Brother is mad, he says it's no fun, 
To get neckties and shirts when he wanted 
a gun. 


But in spite of its drawbacks and what 
people say, 

We still think that Christmas is a glori 
ous day, 

For it gives us a chance on one day of 
the year, 

To do lots of things for those we hold 

dear. 


And if only we would continue for the 
other 36) 
Maybe next year Christmas could mean even 
MORE," 


This poem was printed long ago in the 
Milford Daily News which had at that time 
2,000 readers. 


Thanks, Harland, for the inspiration and 
thought behind this cheerful little poem. 
Though he's "gone" we know his efforts 
were not in vain. Little did he know that 
someday his words would echo in the pages 
of our little "Crimpville Comments." 

So, if you, too, want to have something go 
down in history just let us know because 
too many don't even leave a footprint in 
the sands of time; all they leave is a 
small plot in the cemetery. Wouldn't you 
like to be able to pass on to your kith 
and kin something for them to remember you 
by ? Sure you would.... 


RELATIVITY 
"There was a young lady named Bright, 
Who traveled much faster than light. 
She started one day 
In the relative way, 
And returned on the previous night." 


Anon. 
She left on Christmas and came back the 
night before } 


oF att nas 
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CORRECTION to the 1959 History, pace l6--chanze to read: "in 1894 
Sara Rockwood decided to operate a reading room in her home owned 
both daughters of Martin Rockwood--",. See "Crimpville Comments for Apr.1979 on Page 6. 
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Bellingham acquired a Library when 
by her sister, Lucinda Hammond; 


Gleanings from the "Amos Adams Diary" *% Courtesy Moore Family, Catherine and Evelyn. 
July 5, 1905 "I picked about 5 qts. of June 22, 1906 "Washington Block at Milford 


peas in my garden this eve." was gutted by fire last night." 
July 11, 1905 "There was quite a hard July 10, 1906 "I hoed my watermelons this 
shower about p.m. A boy killed eve." 
by lightning at West Medway." July 12, 1906 "The eight-thirty car this 
July ih, 1905 Friday "90° at 12 M clear eve killed a horse for PPC%(PP Cooke.) 
and hot. We didn't work in mill on July 13; 1906 "Shot a woodchuck after 
account of low water. I prepared the supper side of my garden." 
ground and sowed winter turnip. I Aug. 3, 1906 "Ernest Belcher got his fing- 
picked 4 qts. of string beans." er between the tumbler and feed rolls 
Water came up over week end.Worked & hurt quite bad." (at Red Mill.) 
Monday. (Red Mill.) Aug. 15, 1906 "Went berrying but I could- 
Aug. 13, 1905 "Annie and I went to n't find any." 
Nipmuck, We had a fine time." Aug. 20, 1906 "The Roswell Bent house was 
Jan. 7, 1906 --"went to meeting at Milford burned to the ground last night." 
Baptist Church this eve. There were 
8 baptized. Frank Adams & Alice & Thanks again to Amos for his preservation 
Myrtle Spencer." of local Bellingham news. 
Scr TTT RE] MOLD Sib NOW!.. V7. 
Xe dig LaHaye /4 OR YLL CRACK YOU A VW 
fod Y A GOOD ONE ALONGSIDE Arayy /\\ 
HER y, / THE HEAD! OL/VER, /-R 
; = oY, A a \ GET UNORESSED. 4) 
CHARIOT / ‘Z Y, : You’RE NEXT / -£\> 
Y; A Ss Z BAKERY y LY 


RACED AT 80 3 ARE YOU WASHING Cae ZG 
NG COD  Gotairy ay 
PER/ ¢ SOON ice Gif \N YET, MAMA ‘LET 
f fey ME WASH ALL BY 
5S MYSELF ie 17M 
E\ WASHING MYSELF 
S. REAL GOOD /_ A 
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THEY HAULED 
AWAY 


/BEN HUR. 


Burma-Shave 


Rita Sawyer 


THE KID,OF TODAY, WHO DOESN’ T HAD A GRANOPA WHO; WHEN A KID, TOOK HIS 
FULLY APPRECIATE MODERN WAYS...... BATH IN A MUCH ROUGHER WAY / 


If today’s children are resentful of having a tub bath, perhaps this nos- 
talgic Erwin Hess cartoon should make them think! This common scene 
is wonderfully illustrated by Hess! page 13 
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A Jiroclamation 


From the President 
For a Day of Humiliation, Fasting and Prayer 


1863 


Whereas, The Senate of the United States, devoutly recognizing the Supreme Authority and 
Just Government of Almighty God, in all the affairs of men and of nations, has, by a resolution, 
requested the President to designate and set apart a day for National prayer and humiliation: 


GX 


mS 


oye 


Y ; € G eR 


TF 


And Whereas, It is the duty of nations, as well as of men, to owe their dependence upon the 
overruling power of God, to confess their sins and transgressions, in humble sorrow, yet with assured 
hope that genuine repentance will lead to mercy and pardon, and to recognize the sublime truth, 
announced in the Holy Scriptures and proven by all history, that those nations only are blessed whose 
God is the Lord: 


GY rm NOG O NGA ONG 


And, Inasmuch as we know that, by His divine law, nations, like individuals, are subjected to 


cE ONS 


A punishments and chastisements in this world, may we not justly fear that the awful calamity of civil 
ty 

S war, which now desolates the land, may be but a punishment inflicted upon us for our presumptuous 
y 4 A 

if sins, to the needful end of our national reformation as a whole People? We have been the recipients of 
> 


the choicest bounties of Heaven. We have been preserved these many years in peace and prosperity. We 
have grown in numbers, wealth, and power as no other nation has ever grown. But we have forgotten 


GRR 


God. We have forgotten the gracious hand which preserved us in peace, and multiplied and enriched 
and strengthened us; and we have vainly imagined, in the deceitfulness of our hearts, that all these 
blessings were produced by some superior wisdom and virtue of our own. Intoxicated with unbroken 
success, we have become too self-sufficient to feel the necessity of redeeming and preserving grace, too 
proud to pray to the God that made us! 


GR GS Geers 


It behooves us, then, to humble ourselves before the offended Power, to confess our national 
sins, and to pray for clemency and forgiveness. 


« Now, therefore, in compliance with the request, and fully concurring in the views of the Senate, 
: I do, by this my proclamation, designate and set apart THURSDA Y, the 30th day of April, 1863, as a 
% day of National Humiliation, Fasting and Prayer. And I do hereby request all the People to abstain on 
> that day from their ordinary secular pursuits, and to unite, at their several places of public worship and 
«@ their respective homes, in keeping the day holy to the Lord, and devoted to the humble discharge of 


the religious duties proper to that solemn occasion. 


Y ONS 


All this being done, in sincerity and truth, let us then rest humbly in the hope, authorized by 
the Divine teachings, that the united cry of the Nation will be heard on high, and answered with 
blessings, no less than the pardon of our national sins, and restoration of our now divided and suffering 
country to its former happy condition of unity and peace. 


In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and caused the seal of the United States to 
be affixed. 


By his excellency 


eta 
7 
ABRAHAM LINCOLN 


President of the United States of America 
Reprinted By: American Family Institute, 927 [Sth Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20005 
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What a furor this proclamation would have generated one hundred and twenty years 
later "in the year of Our Lord, one thousand nine hundred and eighty three." Are you 
not angered that as great a President as Lincoln was that he does not merit having 


a National Holiday to celebrate his Birthday ? Maybe you can right this wrong 
page 


Remember when rents were 


4 


viucating the tenement. The negiect of notice holds 
tenants litble rr one Month's rent after vacating. 
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a Form £51 -0 Thorpdé Murtin Co Boston. 


Ttnants wre required ly the laws 


At romovral, keys must be delivered to 


Massachusetts to yive one Months Notice befor 
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ocapanyand for water pipes or firtures damiged by 


agent or Owner: 
of 


negligence. 


This was all that Amos of our "Amos Diary" series had to pay in 1910. Course in prop- 
portion to what he earned, it was high. Courtesy Catherine & Evelyn*sMoore family. 


Remember when black stockings were all children had to wear and how, whena hole appea- 
red, boys would "paint" the skin with black ink to prevent the hole from showing ?3 


Changing times: a farmer in need of some carpentry work to be done on his place in 
Bellingham called a local man for an estimate. Wanting to know how much the carpenter 
charged per hour he was told, "60 cents". "Why that's a cent a minute", roared the 
farmer, "no man is wuth (worth) 60 cents an hour !" So the carpenter "lost" the job 
by being outrageously "high". Those were the days. 
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Remember the free wheeling, barefoot be ataty pt a Ab eee ai 
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days of summer when you could go a- } sey 
fishing without a license ? Free as “i 
a bird, awalking the rails without 
Paeerne oOLf- or be bothered by a train = 
coming near the Red Mill. The 
serenity of those days when the sky 


seemed so blue, the grass so green 


and the air so pure Yep those 


were the DREAM DAYS. O'course 
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many were the times that the only SS Lr 29; Gp EX. 
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bites one got were from the pesky THE DR EA DA 


READ ’EM AND WEEP 


100% BOY REQUISITE 
E wipes on a towel, “TALANCE your budget” The Red Mill in 1852. 
But omits the detergent, Is only a myth 
For washing to a kid Unless you have something 1 = 
Ain’t never that urgent! To balance it with. PALS 


—OTHELIA LILLY. —PHILIP LAZARUS. 


BELLINGHAM HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Town Hall 
Bellingham, Massachusetts 02019 


FIRST CLASS MAIL 


TEE RAY*COOK*AVERY OXEN 


Through the courtesy of Carleton Gaskill we are now able to preSent a more complete 
story on the above huge Oxen. 

On the back of the picture frame we note that Forrest L. Hancock put it together in 
1953. Forrest was very much interested in our history and did all that he could to 
promote it. 


Quoting from the information provided: "Thoroughbred Holsteins and almost full 
brother in blood, bred by Joseph Ray of Bellingham, Mass.. Given by him when a few 
days old to Walter E. Cook, also of Bellingham who was then a lad of 10 years and who 
trained and worked them as long as he owned them. He also exhibited them every year 
at the New England Fair in Worcester and at leading Fairs in other places, nearly 
always winning first prize. 


They were purchased of him (Cook) by their present owner in May 1893; at that time 
they weighed 4100 pounds. Since that time they have been worked constantly at farming 
and lumbering. For a year past their work has been light--just enough for proper 
exercise. They were campaigned through the Fairs in '93 and '9) as draft oxen and 
never met their equal. Won $75 as prize in Vermont State Fair in 189, and $50 prize 
at Valley Fair in Brattleboro, Vt. Have drawn 11,061 pounds on a drag, eight feet, 
at one pull, in the dirt and on dead leyel--- a feat never accomolished oy any pther 
team. They are now 7 years old, weigh e100 pounds,l7 hands high, girt 9 feet, ft inches; 
measure 14 feet, 9 inches from tip to tiv and each ox weighs in the same notch. 


J.D. Avery, Owner Buckland, Mass. " 
page 16 


